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In the many this temper produced an eagerness to
enjoy common and material pleasures.

When the Duke of Bouillon, writing for the
edification of his children, contrasts the corruption
around him with that virtuous Court of Catherine
de' Medici, in which his boyhood had been trained,
we smile to see the former lover of Margaret of
Valois praising past times and affecting in his old
age to inculcate austerity of morals. Yet there is
abundant evidence that under Henry IV. the French
Court was no school of virtue; and that preachers
and moralists complained not without reason that
the sensuality of the upper and middle classes had
never been so gross and unrestrained. The Court
of the Valois had excelled in perverse and morbid
depravity, but the restoration of public tranquillity
under Henry IV. appears to have been followed by
a widespread indulgence in coarse vice, and selfish
profusion which can scarcely be paralleled, except
possibly by what was aftenvards seen at Paris under
somewhat similar conditions during the Directory*
The disappointed renunciation of ideal aims, ab-
sorption in material cares, eager pursuit of animal
pleasures, whether they be sought in the innocent
gratifications of a respectable citizen, meat and drink,
a warm roof and a comfortable bed, or in the more
guilty satisfaction of sensual lusts, are scarcely com-
patible with literary or artistic excellence* Yet,
although the reign of Henry IV. produced no writer
of the first rank, it was a most important period, a
period of transition in the history of French litera-
ture. During the Civil Wars and the years of apathy